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EHAPR. TI 0 
Of the Holy Scripture,” | 


A Lthough the light of nature, and 
A the works of Creation and Pro- 

| vidence, do ſo far manifeſt the 
Goodneſs, Wiſdom and Power of God. 


as to leave Men unexcuſable; yet are they 
not ſufficient to give that knowledge of 
God and of his Will, which is ary 
unto Salvation : Therefore it pleaſed the 
Lord at ſundry times, and in divers man- 


B 2 ners 
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ners to reveal himſelf, and to declare that 
his Will unto his Church; and afterwards 
for the better preſerving and propagating 
of the truth, 2nd for 4 — Are g | 8 
bliſhment and comfort of the church 
againſt the corruption of the fleſh, and 
the malice of Satan and of the World, to 
commit the fame wholly unto writing: 
which maketh the Holy Scripture to be 
moſt neceſſary; thoſe former ways of 
God's revealing his will unto his people, 
being now ceaſed, * 243 8 


Under the name of Holy Scripture, or 
the Word of God written, are now con- 
tained all the Books of the old and new 
Teſtament; which are theſe: Of the 
Old Teſtament; Geneſis, Exodus, Levi- 
ticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy, Joſhua, 
Judges, Ruth, the firſt and the ſecond. 
books of Samuel, the firſt and the ſe- 


cond books of the Kings, the firſt and 
the ſecond books of the Chronicles, Ezra, 
Nehemiah, Efther, Job, Pfalms, Pro- 
verbs, Eccleſiaſtes, The Song of Songs, 
Iſaiah, Jeremiah, Lamentations, Ezekiel, 
Daniel, Hoſea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, 

Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habukkuk, Ze- 


phaniah, 


_the myriad Churches 


Bs a ot 
bs new - The Golpeks of 
Matthew, Ak Tab — John, The Acts 
d the Apoſtles, Paul's Epiſtle to the Ro- 
mans, ts firſt and ſecond to the Corin- 
thians, hs Epiſtles to the Galatians, E- 
pheſians, Philippians, Coloſſians, his firſt 
and ſecond to the Theſſalonians, his firſt 
and ſecond to Timothy, his Epiſlles to 
Titus and to Philemon, the Epiſtle to the 
Hebrews, the Epiſtle of James, the firſt 
and ſecond Epiſtles of Peter, the firſt, 
ſecond and third Epiſtles of John, the 
Epiſtle of Jude, the Revelation. All 
which are 5 by the . ae of 


God to be the rule 1 and life. 


The books CE called 8 
| obs not being of Divine Inſpiration, are 
no part of the Canon of the Scripture ; 
an therefore are of no Authority in the 
Church of God, nor to be any ptherwils 
approved or made uſe of than other, hue 
man writings. 1 - 


| The Authority of the Holy Scion 

for which, it ought. to be believed an 
e am upon the te 
5 3 2 — 
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\mony of any man or church ; but w 


upon God (who is Truth itſelf) the au- 
thor thereof; and therefore it is to be 
nee, becauſe it is the word of. God. 
v. 43 
We may be moved and induced dy 
the — of the Church, to an high 
and reverent eſteem of the holy ſcripture. 
And the heavenlineſs of the matter, the 
efficacy of the doctrine, the majeſty of 
the ſtyle, the conſent of all the parts, the 
ſcope of the whole, Nera is, to give all 
ibs to God) the fu diſcovery 1 it makes 
of the only way of man's ſalvation,” the 
many other incomparable excellencies, 
nnd the entire perfection thereof, are ar- 
guments whereby it doth abundantly 
evidence itſelf to be the word of God; 
yet notwithſtanding, our full perſwaſion 
and affurance of the infallible truth and 
divine authority thereof, is from the in- 
ward work of the holy ſpirit, bearing 
witneſs by and witn the e Ns 
VI. | 


The whole counſel of God concern ing 
all things neceſſary for his own glory, 
mans ſalvation, ich and life, is either 
N 3 010 41 expreſſy 
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-good and neceſſary TH may 2 
deduced from ſcripture; unto which no- 

'tbipg at any time is to be added, whe- 

ther by new revelations of the ſpirit, ot 
traditions of men. Nevertheleſs, we ac- 
knowledge the inward illumination of 

the ſpirit of God to be neceſſary for the 

 faving underſtanding of ſuch things as 

are revealed in the word: And that 

there are ſome circumſtances concernin 

| .. the. worſhip of God and government: 
the church, common to human actions 

and ſocieties, which are to be ordered 

by the light of nature and chriſtian pru- 

. dence, according to the general rules of 

the word, which are always to be ob- 
ſerved. | | an 


All things in ſcripture are not alike 
plain in themſelves, nor alike clear to all: 
yet thoſe things which are neceſſary to 
be known, believed and obſerved for 
falvation, are ſo clearly propounded and 
opened in ſome place of ſcripture or 
other, that not only the learned, but the 
unlearned, in a due uſe of the ordinary 
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r e Rath ind Ord of 
jeans, may-attain to a ſufficient unders 


people of God of old) and the New Teſ- 
tament in Greek, (which at the time 
of Writing it, was moſt generally known 
to the nations) being immediately in- 
ſpired by God, and by his ſingular care 
and providence kept pure in all ages, are 
therefore authentic; ſo that in all con- 
troverſies of religion, the church is 7 
to appeal unto them. But berauſe the 


original tongues are not known to all the 


people of God, who have a right unto 
and intereſt in the Scriptures, and are 


' commanded in the fear of God to read 


and ſearch them; therefore they are to 
be tranſlated into the vulgar language, of 
every nation unto which they come, that 
the word of God dwelling plentifully tn 
alt, they may worſhip him in an accept- 
able manner, and through patience and 
comfort of the Er may have hope, 

be infallible rule of interp 


retation of 


Seripthre, is the Scripture itſelf ; and 
.there- 
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therefore when there is a t. 
de true and full ſenſe of any Efare, 
0 which is not manifold, but one) it muſt 
be ſearched and known by other places, 
that ſpeak more clearly. $ 
X. 
The ſupreme judge by which all con- 
troyerſies of religion are to be deter- 
mined, and all deerees of councils, opi- 
nions of ancient iwriters, doctrines of men 
and private ſpirits, are to be examined, 


and in whoſe ſentence we are to reſt, ö 


can be no other, but the hol ſcripture | 
delivered by the ſpirit ; into which ſcrip- 
hs ſo delivered, our faith is finally $0», 

. 6 


CHAP. II. | 
+ af God and of the holy Trinity. 


Here i is but one only living and true 

God; who is ;ofivite. in being and 
perfection, a moſt pure Spirit, inviſible. 
without body, parts, or 4 immu- 
table, immenſe, eternal, ehen 
ſible, almighty, moſt A molt holy, 
moſt free, moſt abſolute, - workin all | 
things e to the counſel of his 


own 


| 
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withall, moſt ju 


„ i, ik a of 
own iltfnutable and moſt righteous wil, 
for his own glory ; moſt loving, gracious, 
merciful, long- ſuffering, abundant in 
goodneis and truth, forgiving iniquity, 
tranſgreſſion and fin, the rewarder o 
them that dili uy, ſeek him; and 
an 


| terrible in his judg- 
ments, hating all fin, and who-will by 
no means clear the guilty. 
= II. 5 
God hath alt life, glory, goodneſs, 


bleſſedneſs, in, and of hunfelf; and is 


alone, in, and unto himſelf, all- ſufficient, 
not ſtanding in need of any creatures, 
which he hath made, nor deriving any 
gory from them, but only manifeſting 

is own glory in, by, unto, and upon 


them: He is the alone fountain of all 


being, of whom, through whom, and 
to whom are all things ; and hath moſt. 


| ſovereign dominion over them, to do by 


them, for them, or upon them whatſo- 
ever himſelf pleaſeth: In bis fight all 
things are open and manifeſt, his knows 
ledge is infinite, infallible, and indepen- 
dent upon the creature, ſo as nothing is 
to him contingent or uncertain: He is 
moſt holy in all his counſels; in all his 

De EP . works, 
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works, and in all, his commands, To 
| Him is due from angels and mu, and 
Every other creature, whatſoever worſhip, 


owe unto the creator, and whatever he 
is further pleaſed 2 of them. 

In the Unity of the Godhead there be 
three Perſons, of one Subſtance, Power 
and Eternity, God the Father, God the 
Son, and God the Holy Ghoſt : The 
Father is of none, neither begotten, not 
proceeding ; The Son is eternally begot- 
ten of the Father; The Holy Ghoſt e- 
ternally proceeding from the Father and 
the Son. Which doctrine of the Trinity 
is the foundation of all our communiog 
with God, and comfortable dependence 
upon him. „ 


e HA R 
op from all eternity did by the 
IJ moſt wiſe and holy counſel of his 


own will, freely and unchangeably ordain 
whatſoever comes to paſs: Vet ſo, as 


thereby neither is God the author of fin, 
£4 4 63 3 T „ Ke RI 0 ESP 
> I pres nor 


= 7 


ſervice or obedience, as creatures, they | 
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nor i violence offered to the will of the 


Creat res, nor is the liberty or contin- 
of ſecond cauſes taken away, but 


rathet eſtabliſhed. 
II. 


Althou gh God knows whatſoever may 


or can come to paſs upon all {i ed 

conditions, yet ry * 2. an 

thing, becauſe he foreſaw it as future, or, 

as that which would come to pas upon 

ſuch conditions. | 
I. 


By the decree of God for the mani- 


feſtation of his glory, ſome men and an- 
| are predeſtinated unto everlaſting 


If fe. and others fore-ordained to everlaſt- 
ing death... | 
IV. 


Theſe angels and men thus predeſti- 
nated, and ” 1a Pray are particularly 


and un ably deſigned, and their 
number is * N certain and definite, that 
it cannot be either increaſed or dimi- 


niſhed. 
v. 


Thoſe of akin] that are 2 
nated unto life, God, before the founda- 


tion of the world was laid, according to 
his 
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his eternal and immutable purpoſe, and 
the ſecret counſel and good pleaſure of 

His Will, hath choſen in Chriſt unto ever- 
laſting Glory, out of his meer free Grace 
and Love, without any fore-ſight of Faith 
or Works, or Perſeverance in either 
of them, or any other thing in the Crea- 
ture, as conditions or cauſes moving him 
thereunto, and all to the praiſe of his 
glorious Grace, 1 | * 


As God hath appointed the Elect unto 
Glory, ſo hath he by the eternal and moſt 
free purpoſe of his Will fore-ordained all. 
the means thereunto: Wherefore they 
who are elected, being fallen in Adam, 
are redeemed by Chriſt, are effectually 
called unto Faith in Chriſt by his Spirit 
working in due ſeaſon, are juſtified, a- 
dapted, ſanctified, and kept by his Power, 
through Faith, unto Salvation. Neither 
are any other redeemed by Chriſt, or 
effectually called, juſtified, adopted, ſanc- 
tified, and ſaved, 88 Elect only. 

D 8 

The reſt of mankind God was pleaſed, 
according to the unſearchable counſel of. 
his own Wil, whereby he extendeth or 

2 C with- 


4 
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with -holdeth Mercy as he pleaſeth, for 
the Glory of his Sovereign Power over his 
Creatures, to paſs by and to ordain gy: 


to diſhonour and 3 for their Sin, 
the praiſe of his glorious Juſtice, 
VIII. 

The doctrine of this high myſtery of 
Predeſtination, is to be handled with ſpe- 
cial prudence and care, that men attend- 
mg the will of God revealed i in his word, 


and yielding obedience thereunto, may 


from the certainty of their effectu alVoca- 
tion, be aſſured of their eternal Election. 
So ſhall this doctrine afford matter of 

iſe, reverence and admiration of God, 
and of humility, diligence and abundant 


conſolation to all that ſincerely obey the 


_ Goſpel. 
C HAF. IV. 
Of Creation. 

T pleaſed God the Father,Son and holy 
Ghoſt, for the manifeſtation of the 
glory of his eternal Power, Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs, in the beginning, to create or 
make of nothing the World, and all 
| things therein, whether viſible or wml 
6, 
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ble, in the ſpace of ſix days, and all very 
Fr 1 


After God had made all other Crea 
tures, he created Man, male and female, 
with reaſonable and immortal Souls, en- 
duced with Knowledge, Righteouſneſs and. 
true Holineſs, after 2 own Image, hav- 
ing the Law of God written in their 
Hearts, and power to fulfil it ; and yet 
under a poſſibility of tranſgreſſing, being; 
left to the liberty of their own Will, 
which was ſubject unto change. Beſides. 
this law written in their hearts, they re- 
ceived a command not to Eat. of the Tree 
of Knowledge of Good and Evil, which 
whilſt they kept, they were happy in 
their communion with God, and had 
dominion over the Creatures. 


CRE 
Of Providence. 


OD the great Creator of all things, 
doth uphold, direct, diſpoſe, and 

govern all Creatures, actions, and thin 
from the greateſt even to the leaſt, by 
his moſt wiſe and holy Providence, ac- 
C 2 cording. 


16 The Faith and Order of © 
cording unto his infallible fore-know- 
ledge, and the free and immutable coun- 
fel of his own Will, to the praife of the 
glory of his Wiſdom, Power, Juſtice, 
oodneſs and Mercy. | 

: II. 

Although in relation to the fore - 
knowledge and decree of God, the firſt 
Cauſe, all things come to paſs immuta- 
bly, and infallibly; yet by the ſame 
providence he ordereth them to fall 
out, according to the nature of ſecond 
Cauſes, either neceſſarily, freely, or con- 
tingently. 11 


| God in his ordinary providence ma- 
keth uſe of means, yet is free to, work 
without, above, and againſt them at his 
pleaſure. * 


The Almighty Power, un ſearchable 
Wiſdom, and infinite Goodneſs of God, 
ſo far manifeſt themſelves in his Provi- 
dence, in that his determinate Counſel 
extendeth itſelf even to the firſt Fall, 
and all other ſins of Angels and Men, 
(and that not by a bare Per miſſion) 
which alſo he moſt wiſely and Pei 

| TE 1 
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fully boundeth, and otherwiſe orderetts 
and governeth in a manifold Diſpenſa- 
tion to to his own molt holy ends ; yet ſo, 
as the ſinfulnefs thereof proceedeth- onl 
from the Creature, and not from 
who being moſt holy and righteous, 
neither is, nor can be the author or ap- 
prover of Sin. 


V. 

The moſt wiſe, eous and graci- 
ous God doth E. er9 leave, gr a 
ſeaſon, his own Children to manifold 
Temptations, and the corruption of their 
own Hearts, to chaſtiſe them for their 
former Sis, or to diſcover unto them 
the hidden ſtrength of Corruption, and 
deceitfulneſs of their Hearts, that they 
may be humbled; and to raiſe them to 
a more cloſe and conſtant dependance 
for their ſupport upon himſelf, and to 
make them more watchful againſt all 
future occaſions af ſin,” and for ſundty 
other juſt and holy ends. 

VI. 

As for thoſe wicked and ungodly 

Men, whom God, as a righteous Judge, 


for former ſins, doth blind and harderr, 


| an ther he not only withholdeth his 
| C 3 Grace, 


x8 Of the Faith and Order of 
Grace, w they might have been 
inlightned in their and 
Vught upon in their Hearts; but ſome- 
times alſo withdraweth the Giſts which 
they had, and expoſeth them to fach 
objects, as their — makes occa- 
ſions of ſin; and withal, gives them 
over to their own Luſts — 
of * World, and the Power of Satan; 
it comes to that 
— — — — 
means which God uſeth for the ſoftning 
of others. vn. 


As the providence of God doth in 
— — a 
— 
„an to the 
good thereof. 
5 CHAP. VL ; 
Of the Fall of Man, Sin, and of the 
Pn there thereof, Y 
10d having made a Covenant of 
Works, and Life the „with 
our firſt Parents, and all their Po ; 


in ther they being ſeduced 3 
ty 


tity and temptation of Satan, did wits 
fully tranſgreſs the Law of their Creation, 
— break the Covenant in _— the 
Ane D. 


Rightcouſnck and Com- 
munion with God, and ſo became dead 
in ſin, and wholly defiled i in all the Fa- 
ener ms and Body. 

III. F 
They being the Root, and by God's 
appointment ſtanding in the room and 
| ſtead of all mankind, the guilt of this 
fin was imputed, and. corrupted nature 
conveyed to all their Poſterity deſcending 
from * whey Generation. 


From this FO where= 
by we are . indiſpoſed, diſabled 
and made oppoſite to all good, and 
wholly inclined to all cul, do proceed 
all actual Tranſgreſſions. 
as 
This Corruption of nature during this 
Life, doth remain in thoſe that are rege- 
nerated-; and it be 5 


Chuilt urdoned an mort, e. 
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itſelf and all the motions thereof 1 
as properly Sin, — 55 


" Eve very fin both original and acuak 
being a Tranſgreſſion of the righteous 
Law of God, and contrary” thereunto, 
doth in its own nature bring Guilt upon 
the ſinner, whereby he is bound over 
to theWrath of God, and Curſe of the 
Law, and fo made ſub; ject to Death, 
with all 5 ng prin, - and 


eternal. 


12 1 A P. vn. 
of God's Covenant with Man. 


H E diſtance between God and 

the Creature is ſo great, that al- 
though reaſonable Creatures do owe obe- 
dience unto him as their Creator, yet 

could never have attained the re- 
ward of Life, but by ſome voluntary 
condeſcenſion on God's part, which he 
hath been pleaſed to expreſs _ way of 
Covenant. ir 


The firſt Covenant made with = 
was a Covenant of Works, wherein. Lite 
W Von 


a © 4 
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be iſed to Adam, and i ar: perk 
upon condition 
ara " 


and 1 
I 

Man by his Fall having made himſelf 
unca ble of Life by that Covenant, the 
pe was pleaſed to make a ſecond, 
commonly called the Covenant of Grace; 
wherein he freely offereth unto ſinners 
Life and Salvation by Fefus Chriſt, re- 
quiring of them Faith in him that they 
may be ſaved, and promiſing to give 
unto all thoſe that are ordained unto 
Life, his holy Spirit, to make them wil- 
lng and able to — — 
IV. 6 
This Covenant of Grace is fr covert 
kt forth in the Scripture by the es 
a Teſtament, in reference to the Death 
of Jeſus Chriſt the Teſtator, and to the 
everlaſting Inheritance, with all things 
belonging to it, . 7 bequeathed. 


Although this k hath ho: 
differently and variouſly adminiſtred in 
reſpe& of Ordinances — Inſtitutions in 
the time of the Law, and ſince the com- 
ing of Chriſt in the fleſn; yet for the 

nw ſubſtance 


#2 Of the Faith and Ordir of | 
| ſubſtance and efficacy of it, to all its ſpi- 
ritual and- faving ends, it is one and the 


ſame ; upon the account of which vari- 
ous Diſpenſations, it is called the Old 


and New Teſtament. 
CHAP. VIII. 
07 Chriſt the Mediator. 


1 pleaſed God, in his eternal purpoſe, 
to chuſe and ordain the Lord Jeſus, 
his only begotten Son, according to a 
Covenant made between them both, to, 
be the Mediator between God and Man; 
the Prophet, Prieſt, and King, the Head 
and Saviour of his Church, the Heir of 
Al things, and Judge of the World; un- 
to whom he did from all eternity give a 
People to be his ſeed, and to be by him 
in time redeemed, called, juſtified, ſanc- 
tified, and olorified. 
r 
The Son of God, the cond Perſon 
in the Trinity, being very and eternal 
God, of one Subſtance, and equal with 
the Father, did, when the fulneſs of time 
was come, take upon him Man's Nature, 
with all the eſſential Properties and com- 
| man. 
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mon Infirmities thereof, yet without fin, 
being conceived by the Power of the 
Holy Ghoſt in the- womb of the Virgin 
Mary of her Subſtance : So that two 
whole perfect and diſtin& Natures, the 
Godhead and the Manhood, were in- 
ſeparably joined together in one Perſon, 
with out Converſion, Compoſition, or 
Confuſion; which Perſon is very God 
and very Man, yet one Chriſt, the only 
Mediator between 2 and Man. 
III. 17 87 i 
The Lord Jeſus in his Human Na- 
ture, thus united to the Divine in the 
Perſon of the Son, was ſanctified and 
aneinted with the holy Spirit above 
meaſure, having in him all the Treaſures 
of Wiſdom and Knowledge, in whom 
it pleaſed the Father, that all fulneſs 
ſhould dwell, to' the end that being 
holy, harmleſs, undefiled, and full of 
Grace and Truth, he might be throughly 
furniſhed to execute the Office of a Me- 
diator and Surety; which Office he took 
not unto himſelf, but was thereunto 
called by his Father, who alſo put all 
Power and Judgment into his hand, and 
SEE! 7 uy: 
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gave him Commandment to execute the 
lame. BY WY 


1 This Office the Lord Jeſus did moſt 
| willingly undertake ; which that he 
might diſcharge, he was made under the 
Law, and did perfectly fulfil it, and un- 
derwent the Puniſhment due to us, 
which we ſhould have borne and ſuf- 
l 2 being made Sin and a Curſe for 
if | , enduring moſt grievous Torments 
W from God in his Soul, and 
moſt painful Sufferings in his Body, was 
crucified, and died, was buried, and 
remained under the Power of Death, 
yet ſaw no Corruption, on the Third 
day he roſe from the Dead with the 
fame Body in which he ſuffered, with 
which alſo he aſcended into Heaven, 
and there ſitteth at the Right hand of 
his Father, making Interceſſion, and ſhall 
return to judge Men and Angels at the 
end of the World. oy 
The Lord Jeſus by his perfect Obe- 
dienee and Sacrifice of himtelf, which he 
the eternal Spitit once offered 
up unto God, hath fully ſatisfied the Juſ- 
tice 
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tice of God, and purchaſed not only 
Reconciliation, but an everlaſting Inhe- 
ritance in the Kingdom of Heaven, for 
all thoſe whom the Father hath given 


| VI. 


Although the Work of Redemption 
Was not actually wrought by Chriſt, till 
after his Incarnation ; yet the Vertue, 
Efficacy, and Benefits thereof were com- 
municated to the Elect in all Ages ſuc- 
ceſſively from thg Beginning of the 
World, in and by thoſe Promiſes, Types 
and Sacrifices wherein he was revealed 
and ſignified to be the Seed of the Wo- 
man, which ſhonld bruiſe the Serpent's 
head, and the Lamb flain from the be- 
ginning of the World, being yeſterday 
and to-day the ſame, and for ever. 
VII. 

Chriſt in the Work of Mediatioa 
acteth according to both Natures, by 
each Nature doing that which is proper 
to itſelf ; yet by reaſon of the Unity of 
the Perſon, that which is proper to one 
Nature, is ſometimes in Scripture attri- 
buted to the Perſon denominated by the 
other Nature, | * 
01 D VIII. 
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| F | 
To all thoſe for whom Chriſt bath 
purchaſed Redemption, he doth cer- 
tainly and effectually apply and commu- | 
nicate the ſame, making Interceſſion for 
them, and revealing unto them, in and 
by the Word, the Myſteries of Salvation, 
effectually perſwading them by his Spirit 
to believe and obey, and governing their 
Hearts by his Word and Spirit, over- 
coming all their Enemies by his Al- 
mighty Power and Wiſdom, in ſuch 
manner and ways as are moſt conſonant 


to his wonderful and unſearchable Diss 
penſation. 


CHAT. IX. 
Of Free-Will, 


(; OD hath endued the Will of Man 
T with that natural Liberty and 
Power of acting upon Choice, that it is 
neither forced, nor by any abſolute ne- 
ceſſity of Nature determined to do good 
or evil. 1 


Man in his ſtate of Innocency had 
freedom and power to will and to do 
that which was 422 and * 
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to God; but yet Zen ſo chat he 
might fall from it. 

III. 

Man by his Fall into a ſtate of Sin, 
hath wholly loſt all ability of Will to 
any ſpiritual good accompanying Salva- 
tion; fo as a natural Man being altoge- 
ther averſe from that good, and dead in 
ſin, is not able by his own ſtrength to 
convert himſelf, or to prepare himſelf 
thereunto. 1 


When God converts a Sinner, and 
tranſlates him into the ſtate of Grace, 
he freeth him from his natural bondage 
under ſin, and by his Grace alone in- 
ables him freely to will and to do that 
which is ſpiritually good; yet ſo, as that 
by reaſon of his remaining Corruption, 
he doth not perfectly nor only Will that 
which is good, but doth alſo Will that 
which is evil. 

V. 


The Will of Man is made perfectly 
and immutably free to good alone in the 
ſtate of glory only. 


D 2 CHAP. 
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CHAP. X. 

F Effeftual Calling. 
LL thoſe whom God hath predeſ- 
A tinated unto Life, and only, 


he is pleaſed in his appointed and ac- 
cepted time effectually to call by his 
Word and Spirit, out of that ſtate of 
Sin and Death in which they are by 
Nature, to Grace and Salvation by Jeſus 
Chriſt, inlightning their Minds ſpiri- 
tually and ſavingly to underſtand the 
Things of God, taking away their Heart 
of Stone, and giving unto them an Heart 
of Fleſh, renewing their Wilk, and by 
his Almighty Power determining them 
to that which is good, and effectually 
drawing them to Jeſus Chriſt ; yet fo, 
as they come moſt freely, being made 
willing by his Mn 
This Effectual Call is of God's free 
| and ſpecial Grace alone, not from any 
thing at all foreſeen in Man, who is 
altogether paſſive therein, until being 
quickned and renewed by the Holy. 
Spirit he is thereby enabled to * 


the Congregational Churches, 2g - 
this Call, and to embrace the Grace of- 
tered and conveyed in it. 


wo. 

Elec Infants dyi , are re- 
generated and fav by Chriſt, who 
ef * and de how he 
pleaſet alſo are elect 
ſons, who are uncapable of hoing our 
— 1 called by the Miniſtry of 
Word, 0 


Others not elected, although they 
may be called by the Miniſtry of the 
Word, 8 *. have ſome 2 

rations o Spirit, yet not 

e Kctualy drawn by the Father, they 
neither do nor can corhe tinto Chrid, . 
——— roogrnes much leſs 
Religion; be 

whatſoever, be rot never es 4 
frame their lives according to the Lied 
of Nature, and the Law of that Reli- 
gion they do proſeſs: And to aſſert and 
maintain that they may, A "y” 
N Nr | 


'D ; wk "CHAP. 


30 O the Faith and Order of © 
Of Juſtification. 
T Hoſe whom God effectually calleth, 
1 be alſo freely juſtifieth, not by 
antuſing righteouſneſs into them, but by 
pardoning their ſins, and by accounting 
and accepting their perſons as righteous, 
not for any thing wrought in them, or 
done by them, but for Chriſt's ſake 
alone; not by imputing Faith itſelf, the 
act of believing, or any other Evange- 
cal obedience to them, as their righte- 
ouſneſs, but by imputing Chriſt's active 
Obedience unto the whole Law; and paf- 
five Obedience in his Death, for their 
whole and fole Righteouſneſs, they re- 
ceiving and reſting on him and his Righ- 
teouſneſs by Faith ; which Faith they 
have not by themſelves, but it is the Gift 
_cob:Ggh Of 3595 an 9 in) * 
1 21 | ES | 


Faith thus receiving and reſting on 
. Chriſt, and his Righteouſneſs, is the 
alone Inſtrument of Juſtification ; yet it 
zs not alone in the Perſon juſtified; but 
is ever accompanied with all other ſa- 
3 ving 


12 pe 
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ving Graces, and is no dead F aith, but 
, worketh by Love, 
ERS | | 
| -..Chriſt by his- Obedience and Death 
did tully diſcharge the Debt of all thoſe 
that are juſtified, and did by the Sacrifice 
of himſelf, in the Blood of his Croſs, 
undergoing in their ſtead the . 
due unto them, make a proper, real, 
and full Satisfaction to God's Juſt ice in 
their behalf: Vet in as much as he was 
given by the Father for them, and his 
Obedience and Satisfaction accepted in 
their ſtead, and both freely, not for any 
thing in them, their Juſtification is only 
| -of Free Grace, that both the exact Juſ- 
tice and rich Grace of God might be 
glorified in the „ "AK of Sinners. 
V. 

God did from all Eternity decree to 
juſtify all the Elect, and Chriſt did in 
the fulneſs of time Dye for their Sins, 

and riſe again for their Juſtification : 

Nevertheleſs, they are not juſtißed per- 
ſonally, until the Holy Spirit doth in due 
| time — apply n unto them. 


e 4 7 W 
77% 20” | V. God 


hag * 
= . 7 I . \ 
k 
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* * | 0 the had oe 
T0 Or. Te -- 
God doth continue to: — the 
| | fins of thoſe that are juſtified ; and al- 
| though they cot eve dene u 
| Nate of Juſtification, yet they may by 
| their Sins fall under God's fatherly diſ- 
een and in that Condition they 
not uſually the Light of his Coun- 
tenance reſtored unto 1 until theß 
humble themſelves, confeſs their Sins, 
-— ever RA renew their Faith and 
Es Repentance, - . | 
| The Juſtification of Believers under 
the Old Teſtament, was in all theſe re- 
one and the fame with the Juſti- 
cation of Believers Under the. Now 
Teſtament. ; W n 5 
.C H A p. XII. 
14 Of Adoption." whe, 
LL thoſe that are juſtified, God 
I K vouchfafeth in and for his only 
Son Jeſus Chriſt to make partakers pf 
 / the Grace of Adoption, by which they 
are taken into the number, and enjoy 


| the Liberties and Privileges of the 
| Children 
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Children of God, have his Name put 
upon them, receive the Spirit of Adop- 
tion, have Acceſs to the Throne of 
Grace with boldneſs, are enabled to cry 
Abba Father, are pitied, protected, pro- 
vided for, and chaſtened by him as by 
a Father, — but ſealed 
to the Day of Redemption, and inherit 
— n 


vation. 


CH A P. XIII. 
Of San#ification, * 


HE Y that are united to Chriſt” ; 
effectually called and regenerated, | 
. a new Heart and a new Spirit 
— bo theing through the Vertue of 
Chriſt's Death and Reſurrection, are alſo 
further Sanctified really and perſonally 
through the ſame Vertue, hy his Word 
and Spirit dwelling in them; the domi- 
nion of the whole body of Sin is de- 
ſtroyed, and the ſeveral Luſts thereof are 
more and more weakned and mortified, 
and they more and more quickned and 
r to the 
practice 


» 
- PE . _ 
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practice of all true Holineſs; without 


which no Man ſhall ſee the Lord. 
II. 

This Sanctification is throughout in 
the whole man, yet imperfect in this life; 
there abideth ſtill ſome remnants of cor- 
ruption in every part, whence ariſeth a 


continual and irreconcileable war, the 


Fleſh luſting againſt the Spirit, and the 
Spirit againſt the F — | 

In which war, although the remain- 
ing corruption for a time may much pre- 
vail, yet through the continual ſupply of 
ſtrength from the Sanctifying Spirit of 
Chriſt, the Regenerate part doth over- 
come, and ſo the Saints grow in Grace, 
perfecting Holineſs in the fear of God. 


C. HAP. XIV. 
Of Saving Faith. 


HE Grace of Faith, whereby the 

A. Elect are enabled to believe to 
the Saving of their Souls, is the Work 

of the Spirit of Chriſt in their Hearts, 
and 1s ordinedly wrought by the Mi- 

niſtry of the Word; by which alſo, 

and 
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and by the Adminiſtration of the Seals, 
Prayer, and other means, it is increaſed 
and ſtrengthned. 

IT. 


By this Faith a Chriſtian believeth 
to be true whatſoever 1s revealed in the 
Word, for the Authority of God him- 
ſelf ſpeaking therein, and acteth diffe- 
rently upon that which each particular 
Paſſage thereof containeth, yielding O- 
bedience to the Commands, trembling 
at the Threatnings, and embracing the 
Promiſes of God for this Life and that 
which is to come. But the principal 
Acts of Saving Faith are, accepting, re- 
ceiving, and reſting upon Chriſt alone, 
for Juſtification, Sanctification, and etery 
nal Life, by vertue of the Covenant * | 
Grace. . 

I. 


This F aith, although it be different 
in degrees, and may be weak or ſtrong, 
yet it is in the leaſt degree of it diffe- 
rent in the kind or nature of it (as is 
all other Saving Grace) from the F. ith 
and common Grace of temporary Be- 
lievers; and therefore, though it may 
be many times aſſailed and weakened, 
A. a yet 


many to the attainment of a full Aſſu- 
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pet it gets the Victory, growing up in 


rance through Chriſt, . who is both the 
author and finiſher of our F aith, I 700 
0 8 


CHAP. 1 


"Of Repentance unto Life and Suh 72 


r r of the Elect as are Converted 

gat riper Years, having ſometime lived 
in the ſtate of Nature, and therein ſerved 
divers Luſts and Pleaſures, God in their 
Effectual Calling giveth them Repen- 
tance unto Life. = 


; Whereas there is none that doth 
, and finneth not, and the beſt of 
en may -thro' the power and deceit- 


fulneſs of their Corruptions dwelling in 


them, with the prevalency of Tempta- 
tion, fall into great Sins and Provoca- 


tions; God hath in the Covenant of 
Grace mercifully provided, that Belie- 


vers ſo finning and falling, be renewed 
through Repentance unto tod m 


1 2 
This Saving Repentance is an Brun: 
= Grace, whereby a Perſon _ 


by 
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by the Holy Ghoſt made ſenſible of the 
— — evils of his din, doth by Faith 
in Chriſt humble himielf for 1 with 
godly Sorrow, Deteſtation of it, and 
ſelf abhotrency, praying for Pardon and 
ſtrength of Grace, with a purpoſe and 
endeavour, by ſupplies of the Spirit, to 
walk. before God unto all well-Pleaſing 
in all things. Sis : 

$ - 
As Repentance is to be continued 
through the whole conrfe of our Lives, 
upon the-account of the body of Death, 
and the motions thereof; ſo it is every 
Man's Duty to repent of his particular 
em Sins ee r. c 

V. 

Such is the Proviſion which God hath 
made through Chriſt in the Covenant of 
Grace, for the Preſervation of Belizvers 
unto Salvation, that although there is no 
Sin ſo ſmall, but it deſerves Damnation; 
yet there is no Sin ſo great, that it (hall 

ring Damnation on them who truly 
Repent; which makes the | conſtant 


Preaching of Rerum neceſſary. 
n 55 | "ate E "yy | = HA E. 
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of Good Works. W 


'Ood Works EET FD. 
' hath commanded in his 


Word, and not fach as without the 
warrant thereof are deviſed by Mien out 
of blind Zeal, or upon any pretence of 


U. 


good Intentions. 


Theſe Good Works a in Obe⸗ 
dience to God's Commandments, are the 
Fruits and Evidences of a true and lively 
Faith, and by them Believers manife 
their Thankſulneſs, ſtrengthen their 
Aſſurance, edifie their Brethern, adorn 
the Profeſſion of the Goſpel, ſtop the 
Mouths of the Adverfaries, and glorify 
God, whoſe workmanſhip they are, 
Created in Chriſt Jeſus thereunto, that 
having their Fruit unto r 2 
may have the End er Life. ö dh 

1 1 

The Ability to do Good Works is 

not at all of themſelyes, but wholly 


8 


from the Spirit of Chriſt: And that r= 


may be enabled thereunto, ", the 
races 
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79 
Graces they have already receimed, there 
is required an actual Influence of the 


ſame Holy Spirit to work in them to 
will and to do, of his good Pleaſure ; 
are they not hereupon to grow. neg- 
t; as if they were qe to pers 
Motion of the Spirit, but oy ought tO 
be diligent in ſtirring WP GOIN Grace of 
God chat is ih them. 
IV, -: | 

They who in their 88 
tain to the greateſt height which is poſ- 
fible in this' Life, ard bd: fir ven, Belg: 


We cannot by our beſt Works merit 
on of Sin, or cternak Life at the 
of God, by reaſon of the great 
een thet is hetween, g and 
the Glory to come; and the infinite 
diſtance that is. between us and God, 
whom by them we. can. neither fit, 
nor ſatisfy for the Debt of our f. 
Los; but when we have done all we 


_— a 


#4 tide + _ 


. not from a Heart u by Faith, nor 
are done in a ri 
to the Word, nor to a right end, the 
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can, we have done but our Duty, 


and 
are unprofitable Servants : and becauſt 
as they are good, they proceed from his 
Spirit, and as they are wrought by us, 
hy are defiled and mixed with fo much 
Weakneſs and Imperfe&ion, that they 
cannot endure the Severity of God's 


Judgment. 


Yet notwithſtanding, the Perſons of 
Believers being accepted through Chriſt, 
their good Works alſo are accepted i in 
him, not as though they were in this 
Life wholly unblameable and unreprove- 


able in God's ſight, but that he, looking 


upon them in his Son, is pleaſed to ac- 


cept. and fewurd that which is ſincere, 


altho' accompanied with many Weak- 
r and Imperfections. 5 
VII. 


Works dotie by unregenerate Men, 


although for the matter of them they 
may be things which God commands, 
and of Uſe both to themſelves 


and to others: yet becaufe they proceed 


t manner, odor 


4 
8 2 glory 
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of God ; ade nk, 
A cannot pleaſe God, nor make a Man 
meet to receive Grace from God; and 


their neglect of the 
Z I a ny tek 


HEMT! EH AP. XVII. 
| of the Perſeverance of the Saints. 


"HEY wh God hath accepted in 
41 is beloved! Son, effeQually called 
and fanckified b his Spirit, can neither 
totally nor fall away from the 
ſtate of Grace, but dual certainly per- 
Tevere therein to the end, and be eter- 


1. 5 
erſeverance Pres "AY 05 
not upo n their own free Will, 
onthe Jan ybily of the De- 

cree of K Riechen, from the free and un- 
_ — nn 


of the Merit and In- 
BE of of Chriſt, and Union 
5 


2 
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5. allo the Catia 1 ka 15 


thereof. 8 n 


III. 

Ki W they a way, e be 
Temptation of Satan, and of the World, 
the Prevalency of Cortu ption remaining 
in them, and the neglect of the means 
of their Prefervation; fall into grievous 
Sins, ard for a time conti ja 
whereby they incur God 4 Aiſpkeaf 
and grieve his holy Spirit, come 0 15 
their Graces and Comforts im ied, 
have their Hearts bardned, and their 
Conſciences wounded, hurt and ſcanda- 
ze others, and bring temporal Jude 
ments upon themſelves; yet 
and ſhalb be kept by the Power « God 
TP Faith unto Salvation. 


= . H A P. XVIII, 
b 075 the Aferance of Grace and Sokvation, 


FAY YSoÞ9 


| A though Temporary Balizvers, and 


other unregenerate Men may vainly 


. deceive W with falſe Hopes, and 
carnal Preſumptions of being in the 24 
. your of God, and State of Slat 


_ Hope of "theirs ſhall periſh; yet 


fuch 


h 


the Cog gregationat b 
3 7 truly | ene in the, Lord i 


and love WE in Sincerity, cndeayouring 
to Dep in all good Conſcicnee. before 
„may in this Life be certainly al- 

red. that they are in the State of Grace 
and may; ; rejoice. in the Hope of, the 
Glory of God, which Pepe 0 ſhall N 
make them e 

" This Certainty is not a bis Ge 
tural and probable Perſwafſon, grounded 
upon a fallible Hope, but an infallible 
Aſſurance of Faith, founded on the 
Blood and Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, re- 
vealed in the Goſpel, and alſo upon the 
inward- evidence of | thoſe Graces unto 
which - Promiſes are made, and on 
immediate witneſs of the Spirit, teſtify- 
1 5 Adoption, and, as a Fruit there- 
$ 


e e Ren may dna and 


In. <1 « t 
ow OY Aſſurance doch B01 b 
15 to the Eſſence of Faith, ee 
a true Believer may wait long, 
flict with many Diffeulties ere he be 
Hick © of it; yet being inabled by the 
to know the things which ate 
freely 


And therefore, it is the Duty of eve: 
to wake 


Calling and Election ſure, 5 thereby 
| his Heart'may be enlarged 


and Cheer fulneſs in the Duties of O 


are they neither utter ly deſtitute 
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ec 


ly given, him of God, ie mays with 
out extraordinary Revelation, in the right 
uſe of, ordinary means, attain thereunto ; 


one to give all di 


in Peace and 
oly Ghoſt, in Love and 
to God, and in . an 


Tanks 


dience, . the Fruits of this Aſſu- 
rance; fo i B's fon ning Ve 
to at | | 


IV. 

* True Behieers may have the Af 
Tan f their Salvation: divers wa 1 2 
ſhakes, 1 N and r d as 


the 22 by ſome 
ment Tehr of d y God's 
s Countenance, 
55 Lap ſuch as fear him to 
Burkheß, and to have no Light ge, 5 8 
0 


0 God, and Ii af Faith, that 


- 
** * 
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fincerity of Heart and Conſcience of 
, out of which by the Operation 
of the Spitit this Aſſurance may in due 
time be revived, and by the which in 
the mean time they a are ee from 
utter deſpair. | - 


wry CHAP. XIX. 
+. 1 Of the Law of Cad. 


10D; "” to Adam a Law of Uni 
— V 1 — ws — His 
eart, and a particu t of not 
eating the Fruit of the Tree f Know- 
ledge of Good and Evil, as a Cove- 
nant of Works, by which he bound 
him and all his Poſterity to perſonal, 
entire, exact, and pe N Obedience, 
promiſed Life upon fulfilling, and 
threatned Death upon the breach of it, 
and indued him wich Power and Abi- 


1 to keep it. | 
21 n 1 461 = 


This Law ſo written in | the Hears, 
ace to be a perfect Rule of Righ 
teouſneſs after the Fall of Man, and 4 
delivered by God upon Mount Sinat i in 
Ten Commandments, and written in 
two 


LEFT 


= r. —— — — — — 
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remonial. Laws being appointed only to 
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2 the four firſt Command - 
3 


ts containing 
and take one Dany 6 Van. 


III. 
Baeſides this Law. commonly called 
oral, God was pleaſed to give to the 
People of Iſrael — ws, con- 
taining ſeveral Typical Ordinances, partly 
of Worſhip, prefiguring Chriſt, his 
Graces, Actions, Sufferings and Benefits, 
and partly bolding forth divers Inſtrue- 
tions af Moral Duties: All which Ce- 


the time of Reformation, are by Jeſus 
Chriſt the true Meſſiah and only Law 
i with Power. 


10 hw 1G . gave Gini Judiciat 
Laws, which expired together with the 
ſtate of that People, not obliging /any: 
now, by virtue of that Inſtitution, their 


pointe rh only ag all of Ae, 


V. 
| The M Moral 1 doth for ever bin 
1 e Perſons as gn, wed 


the Comgy 


{ 
#7 ; 


af Dur, Ty 


the nt aber not 
in regard of the Matter contained 
in it, but 240 ln. of che Autho- 


rity of God the Creator, who gave it + 
neither doth. Chriſt CDICLY 


way diſſolve, but' much ſtrengthen. 
COIN E lo man 
> Although true Believers wy lov ited 
the Law, as a Covenant of Works, to 
be juſtified or condemned; yet 
it's of great Uſe to them as well as to 
others, in that, as a Rule of Liſe, in- 
forming them of the Will of God, and 
their Duty, it directs and binds them to 
walk accordingly,” diſcovering” alſo the 
ſinful Pollutions of their Nature, Hearts 
and Lives, e poem 
m 
— 273 mation 60. for, and hatred 
agairfſt Sin, er with à dearer ſight 
of the need have of Chriſt; and 
the Perfection of his Obedience. It is 
likewiſe of uſe to the R „to re- 
ſtrain their Corruptions, in that it forbids 
Sing. andthe threatnings of it ſerve to 
ſhew what even their Sins deſerve, and 
what Afflictions in this Life they may 
| expect 
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— 1 God's . De eos 
and what Bos they may 2 upon 
the Performance thereof, although not 
as due to them by the Law, as a. Covey 
nant of Works; ſo as a Man's doing 
Good, and refraining from Evil, be- 
cauſe the Law encourageth to the one, 
and deterreth from the other, is no Evi- 
— of his bing perth 4. an 
b. (16 bot VII. U nde 

e are the forementioned Uſes 
of the Law contrary. to the Grace of 
the Golds ba We Go ſweetly comply with 

it, the Sp 78 


and en- 
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a. |: CHAP. XX. 


15 th Goſpel, and of the Extent of the 
Grace thereof. 


T HE Covenant of Works being 
broken by Sin, and made un- 


profitable unto Life, God was pleaſed 
to give unto the Elect the Promiſe of 
Chriſt, the Seed of the Woman, as 
the means of Calling them, and' beget- 

ting in them Faith and Repentance : 


In this Promiſe, the Goſpel, as to the 


ſubſtance of it, was revealed, and was 


therein Effectual for the Converſion and 


en of Sinners. 
bc. 0B: FO 

This Promiſe of Chriſt, and Salva- 
tion by him, is revealed only i in and by 
the Word of God; neither do th: 
Works of Creation or Providence, wi h 
the: Light of Nature, make diſcovery of 
Chriſt, or of Grace by him, ſo much as 
in a general or obſcure way; much 
leſs that Men deſtitute of the Revela- 
tion of him by the Promiſe or Goſpel, 


ſhould be enabled thereby to attain 


Sas Faith or Rapentance. Nad 


F IIL The 
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III. 

The Revelation of the Goſpel unto 
Sinners made in divers times, and by 
ſundry parts, with the addition of Pro- 
miſes and Precepts for the Obedience 
required therein, as to the Nations and 
Perſons to whom it is granted, is merely 
of the Sovereign Will and good Pleaſure 
of God, not being annexed by virtue of 
any Promiſe to the due Improvement of 
Men's natural Abilities, by virtue of 
common Light received without it, 
which none ever did make or can ſo 
do: And therefore in all — 4 the 
Preaching of the Goſpel hath been 
granted unto Perſons and Nations, as to 
the extent or ſtraitning of it, in great 
variety, according to the counſel of the 
Will of God. 7 | 


Although the Goſpel be the onl 
outward means of revealing Chriſt and 
Saving Grace, and is as ſuch abundantly 


ſufficient thereunto ; yet that Men wha: 
are dead in Treſſ , may be Hoop. | 
again, quickened or regenerated, there 1s 

- moreover neceſſary an effectual, irre- 
ſiſtible Work of the Hely Ghoſt upon 


the 
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the whole Soul, for the producing in 
them a new Spiritual Life, without 
which no other means are fufficient for 
their Converſion unto God. 


HA n 
Of Chriſtian Liberty, and Liberty of 
ESD Conſcience. 


T HE Liberty which Chriſt hath 
1 purchaſed for Believers under the 
Goſpel, conſiſts in their freedom from 
the guilt-of Sin, the condemning wrath 
of God, the rigor and curſe of the Law, 
and in — wy from this 

nt evil World, to Satan, 
av pores of Sin, Ru the evil of 
Afflictions, the fear and ſting of Death, 
the victory of the Grave, and ever- 
laſting Damnation; as alſo in their free 
acceſs to God, and their yielding Obe- 
dience unto him, not out of ſlaviſh 
fear, but a Child-like love and willing 
mind: All which were common alſo 
to Believers under the Law, for. the 
Subſtance of them ; but under the New 
Teſtament the liberty of Chriſtians is 
further enlarged x" their freedom _ 

2 
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the yoke of. the Ceremonial Law, the 
whole Legal Adminiſtration of the Co- 
venant of Grace, to which the Jewiſh 


Church was ſubjected, and in greater 
boldneſs of acceſs to the Throne of 


Grace, and in fuller Communications 
of the free Spirit of God, that Belie- 
vers-under the Law did N par- 
take of. 

II. 


| God alone is Lord of the Conſcience, 

and hath left it free from the Doctrines 
and Commandments - of Men, which 
are in any thing contrary to his Word, 

or not contained in it; ſo that to be- 
lieve ſuch Doctrines, or to obey fuch 
Commands out of Conſcience, is to be- 
tray true Liberty of Conſcience; and 
the. requiring of an implicit Faith, and 
an ab Aue and blind Obedience, is to 
deſtroy Liberty of 8 and Rea 
fon allo. | of Nen 


They, Who upon pretence of Chri- 
ſtian Liberty do practice any Sin, or 
cheriſh any Luſt, as they do thereby 
pervert the main deſign of the Grace 
of the Goſpel to their own Deſtruc- 


tion; 
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tion; ſo they wholly deſtroy. the end 
of Chriſtian Liberty, which is, that be- 
ing delivered out of the Hands of our 
Enemies, we might ſerve the Lord 
without fear, in Holineſs and Righte- 
— before him all the days of our 


CHAP. XXIL 


Of * nog, and the Sabbath- 
Day. 


HE 15 ght of Nature ſheweth 
that there-is a God, who- hath 


Lordihip and So over all, 1 
r and dot! unto all, 
and ie thereforo to be feared, loved, 
r trafte# in, und 


Soul, vol wi lth Hear, ; but the | 
accepta of Worſhippi 
True God is s inſtitoted by himſelf, er 
fo limited: by his own revealed Will, 
mat he may not be Worſhipped accord- 


ing to the Imaginations and Devices of 
Men, or the Suggeſtions of Satan, under 
"ny viſible K or wy other 

F 3 88 


54 Of. the Faith * Order of 
way not preſcribed in the 2 12 77 


ture. 


II. | 
Religious Worſhip 1s to be given to 
God the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, 
and to him alone; not — Saints, 
or any other Creatures; and ſince the 
Fall, not without a Mediator, nor in 


che Mediation of any — but of n 
alone. 
„„ 


Dis fn with \ Thankſgiving, being 
one ſpecial Part of natural Worſhip, is 
by God required of all Men; but = 
it may be accepted, it is to be made in 
the Name of the Son, by the help of 
his Spirit, according to his Will, with 
Underſtanding, Reverence, Humility, 
Fervency, Faith, Love, and Perſeve- 
rance; ne with others, in ait 
b W 10 Us of An 

u e EW. Ia rt? 

Pray roo he mid for hm 
ful, — for all ſorts of Men living, or 
that ſhall live hereafter, but not for the 
dead, nor for thoſe bf whom it may be 
Inn that they baue ſinned —＋ Sin 
unto Death. 1 2 

v. The 
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The reading of the Scriptures, Preach- 
ing, and hearing .the Word of God, 
ſinging of Pſalms, as alſo the Admini- 
ſtration of Baptiſm and the Lord's Sup- 
per, are all parts of Religious Wor- 
ſhip of God, to be perform'd in Obe- 
dience unto God, with Underſtanding, 
Faith, Reverence, and Godly Fear: 
Solemn Humiliations, with Faſtings and 
Thankſgivings upon ſpecial Occaſions, 
are in their ſeveral Times and Seaſons 
to be uſed in a Holy and Religious 
VI. 


Neither Prayer nor any other part 
of Religious Worſhip, is now under 
the Goſpel either tied unto, or made 
more acceptable by any place, in which 
it is performed, or towards which it is 
directed; but God is to be Worſhi 

ped every where in Spirit and Truth, 
as in private Families daily, and in ſe- 
cret each one by himſelf, ſo more ſo- 
lemnly in the publick Aſſemblies, which 
are not careleſly nor wilfully to be 
neglected, or forſaken, when God 5 


4 


36 Of the Faith and Order of 
his Word or Providence calleth there- 


unto, 
VII. 

1 af ihe Love of Nature, that 

a proportion of time by 
God's A intment be ſet apart for the 
Worſhip of God; fo by his Word in 
a poſitive, moral, and perpetual Com- 
mandment, binding all Men in all Age, 
he hath particularly a 
Day in ſeven for a Sebbath to ba. ert 
Holy unto: him, which from the Be- 
of the World to the Reſurrec- 
tion of Chriſt, was the laſt Day of the 
Week, and from the Reſurrection of 
Chriſt was - n 
of the Week, which in 
called the Lord's Day, and — 
continued to the End of the World as 
the Chriſtian Sabbath, the Obſervation 
of the laſt Day of the Week NY 


liſhed, 
- vm. 


| This Sabbath is then kept Holy unto 
the Lord, when Men after a due pro- 
paring of their Hearts, and ordering 
their common Affairs before-hand, do 
not only obſerve an holy Reſt all _= 

Y 
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Day from their own Works, Words; 
and Thoughts about their worldly In- 
ployments and Recreations, but alſo 
are taken up the whole time in the pub- 
lick and private Exerciſes of his Wor- 
— the Duũtes of Neceſlity and 
n N O un 

cn A P. XXIII. 


Of Lawful Oaths and Vas. 


A Lawful Oath is part of Religious 
Worſhip, wherein the Perſon 
ſwearing in Trath, Righteouſneſs and 
Judgment, ſolemnly calleth God.to wit- 
= what he aſſerteth. or promiſeth, and 
to judge him according to the em or 
rn g 2 
II. ä | 

The Name of God only is that by 
which Men ought to ſwear, and there- 
in it is to be uſed with all holy Fear 
and Reverence: Therefore to ſwear 
vainly, or raſhly, by that glorious or 
dreadful Name, or to ſwear at all by 
any other thing, is ſinful and to be ab- 
horred; yet as in matters of weight 
and moment an Oath is warranted * 
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the Word of God under the New Teſ- 
tament, as well as — — 77 an way 
a lawful Oath, being impoſed by law- 
ful Authority in ſuch matters, — to 
be taken. — 


Whoſoever taketh an Oath warrans | 
ted by the Word of God, ought duly 
to . — the weightineſs of ſo ſolemn 
an Act, and therein to avouch nothing 
but what he is fu lly perſwaded is the 
Truth, neither may any Man bind him- 
ſelf by Qath to any thing, but what is 
good and juſt, and what he believeth 
o to be, and what he is able and re- 
ſolved to perfo 
refuſe an Oath 

is good and juſt 
by 4 Authority, | 


perform. — — 


IV. 

An Oath is ads taken in tho de 

and common Senſe of the Words, with- 

out Equivocation or mental Reſerva- 

tion: It cannot oblige to ſin, but in 
any thing not ſinful, being taken, it 


binds to Performance, although to a 
Man's own hurt; nor is it to be vio- 


lated, 
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lated, alkhough ade . emen 
Infdels. ' 
V. 


A Vow, which is not to be inade to 
apy Creature, but God alone, is of the: 
like Nature. with a Oath, 


and to be m with the :likas: 
—_— Care, and to be performed- 
the like Faithfulneſs, 


VI. 'F 

Popiſh Monaſtical Vows of perpe- 
mel fingle Life, profeſſed Poverty, and 
regular Obedience, are fo far from be- 
ing degrees of higher Perfection, that 
they are ſuperſtitious and ſinful Snares, 
in which no . may 8 
himſelf. 


CHA p. XXIV. 
Of the Civil Magiſtrate. 


"1.0'D, the ſupreme Lord and King 
T. of all the World, hath dainel 


Civil Magiſtrates to be under him, over 
the People for his own glory and che 
publick good; and to this end hath 
armed them with the Power of the 
Sword, for the defence. and incourage- 


ment 
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ment of them that do good, and for 

the puniſhment of evil doere. 
II. 2.4 

It is lawful for Chriſtians to accept 
and execute the Office of a 
when called thereunto: in 
. whereof, as they ought — 

y to maintain Juſtice and — 
according to the wholſome Laws of- 
each Commonwealth; ſo for that end 
they may lawfully now under the New 
Teſtament wage War upon juſt and n oth 
wy occalions, 7 * 

Although the Magiſtrate is I | 
to incourage, promote, and protect 
b. Profeſſors and Profeſſion of the Goſ- 

„and to manage and order Civil 
Adminiſtrations in a due Subſerviency 
to the Intereſt of Chriſt in the World, 
and to that end to take care that Men 
of corrupt Minds and Converſations 
do not licentiouſly publiſh and divulge 
Blaſphemy and: Errors,” in their on 
Nature ſubverting the Faith, and in- 


aur. 


Cuvitably deſtroying the Souls of them 


that receive them: Vet in ſuch diffe- 
ronces about the Doctrities of the Goſ- 


pel, 
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pel, or ways of the Worſhip of God, 
as may befall Men exerciſing a good 
Conſcience, manifeſting it in their Con- 
verſation, and holding the Foundation, 
not diſturbing others in their ways or 
Worſhip that differ from them; there 
is no warrant for the Magiſtrate under 
the Goſpel to abridge them of their 
Liberty. wi 14 


It is the Duty of People to pray for 
| iſtrates, to honour their Perſons, 
to pay them Tribute and other Dues, 
to obey their lawful Commands, and 
to be ſubject to their Authority for 
Conſcience ſake. Infidelity, or diffe- 
rence in Religion, doth not make void 
the Magiſtrate's juſt and legal Autho- 
rity, nor free the People from their 
Obedience to him; from which Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Perſons are not exempted, 
much leſs hath the Pope any Power or 
Juriſdiction over them in their Domi- 
nions, or over any of their People, and 
leaſt of all to deprive them of their 
Dominions or Lives, if he ſhall judge 
them to be Hereticks, or upon any other 
Pretence whatſoever. 

G CHAT 
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wo ltull + @ % 9 - Al 
4 Marriage. 


Arriage is to be between one 
Man and one Woman : neither 


; it lawful for any Man to have more 


than one Wife, nor for any Woman 
to have more than one Huſband at the 


fame time. 
11. 


| Marriage was ordained for the mu- 
tual help of Huſband and Wife, for 
the increaſe of Mankind with a legiti- 
mate Iſſue, and of the Church with an 
holy Seed, and for proventing of Un- 


een . — 


III. 

It is lawful for all forts of People ta 
marry, who are able with Judgment to 
give their Conſent. Yet it is the Duty 
of Chriſtians to marry in the Lord, and 


therefore ſuch as profeſs the true Re- 


formed Religion, ſhould not marry with 
Infidels, Papiſts, or other Idolaters nei 
ther ſhould ſuch as are godly, be un- 
equally yoaked by I A with _ 
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as are wicked in their Life, or maintain 
damnable Hereſy. e ne 
Marriage ought not to be within the 
degrees of Conſanguinity or Affinity 
forbidden in the Word; nor can ſuch 
Inceſtuous Marriages ever be made haw- 
ful by any Law of Man, or conſent of 


Parties, fo as thoſe Perſons may hve to- 
gether as Man and Wite. 


CHAP. XXVI. 
Of the Church, 


HE Catholick or - Univerfal 
1 Church, which is Inviſible, con- 
fiſts of the whole number of the Ele&, 
that have been, are, or ſhall be ga- 
thered into one under Chriſt, the Head 
thereof, and is the Spouſe, the Body, 
the Fulneſs of him that filleth all in 
= II ad 


The whole Body of Men through- 
out the World, profeſſing the Faith of 
the Goſpel and Obedience unto God 
by Chriſt according unto it, not de- 
ſtroying their own Profeſſion by any 

ache G2 Errors 


- 
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Errors everting the Foundation, or un- 
holineſs of Converſation, are, and may 
be called the viſible Catholick Church 
of Chriſt, although as ſuch it is not 
intruſted with the Adminiſtration of, 
any Ordinances, or have any Offices 
to rule or govern in, or over the whole 


Body. | 
. „III. 


The pureſt Churches under Heaven 
are ſubject both to Mixture and Error, 
and ſome have ſo degenerated as to be- 
come no Churches of Chriſt, but Syna- 
gogues of Satan: Nevertheleſs Chriſt 
always hath had, and ever ſhall have a 
viſible Kingdom in this World, to the 
end thereof, of ſuch as Believe in him, 
and make Profeſſion of his Name. 

IV. . 

There is no other Head of the Church 
but the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; nor can the 
Pope of Rome in any ſenſe be Head 
thereof; but it is that Antichriſt, that 
Man of Sin, and Son of Perdition, that 
exalteth himſelf in the Church againſt , 
_ Chriſt, and all that is called God, whom 
the Lord ſhall deſtroy with the Bright» 
neis of his Coming. SN 

V. As 
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et 22 

© As the Lord. in his Gum end Lowe 
towards his Church, hath in his infi- 
nite Wiſe Providence exerciſed it with 

variety in all Ages, for the 

. — that love — and — 
Glory: ſo according to his Promiſe, 
we that in the latter Days, Anti- 
chriſt being deſtroyed, the Jews called; 
and the Adverſarics of the Kingdom. af 
his dear Son broken, the Churches of 
Chriſt being inlarged and edified through 
a free and plentiful Communication of 
Light and Grace, ſhall enjoy in this 
World a more quiet, peaceable and 
glorious Condition than __ _ cn» 


_m_ 443? 
+». 6-H AK. XXVII. 


| _ of the c mien 4 Saints. 4 
LL Saints that are united to. Jeſus 
Chriſt their Head, by his Spirit 
and Faith, although they are flot made 
thereby one Perſon with him, have 
Fellowſhip in his Graces, Sufferin s, 
Death, Reſurrection and Glory: amt 
_ united to one another in Love, 
G 3 they 


Qt? 
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they have Communion in each others 
Gifts and Graces, and are obliged to 
the performance of ſuch Duties, pub-' 
lick and private, as do conduce to their 
mutual good, both in the inward: and 
Em I . 1 5 


Al Saint are bound t to maintain an 
' holy Fello and Communion in 
the Worſhip o God, and in 
ing ſuch other Spiritual Services as tend 
to their mutual Edification ; as alſo in 
Relieving each other in outward things, 
according to their ſeveral Abilities and 
Neceſſities: which Communion, tho 
to be exerciſed by them in 
the Relations wherein they ſtand, whe- 
ther in Families or Churches, yet as 
_ God offereth nity, is to be ex- 
tended unto all thoſe who in every 
Place call upon the Name of the Lord 
n 5 Ar 
.C n. A P. xxVm. A 
Of the Sacraments, 


Acraments are holy Signs and Seak 
pb:the:Corenant of Grace, imme- 


diately 


T. 
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diately inſtituted by Chriſt, to repreſent 
bim and his Benefits, and to confirm our 
Intereſt in him, and ſolemnly to-engage 
us to the Service of God in Chriſt, ac- 
pan? pho his Word. | 

II. 5? thi eee 

There is in every Sacrament a ſpiri- 
tual Relation, or ſacramental Union be- 
tween the ſign and the thing ſignified; 
whence it comes to paſs that the Names 
and Effets of the one are attributed to 

I. 

The Grace which is exhibited in or 
by the Sacraments rightly uſed, is not 
conferred by any Power in them, net- 
ther doth the 2 of — 
depend u Or tion 
him that doch Admin er it, but upon 
the Work of the Spirit, and he Word 
of Inſtitution, which contains, together 
with a Precept authorizing the Uſe 
thereof, a Promiſe of Benefit to n 
Receivers. _ 


There be only two Sacraments or- 
gained by Chriſt our Lord in the Goſ- 


| that is to fay, Baptiſm and the 
Lang Ys wag 


68 Of the Faith and Order of 


Lord's Supper; neither of which may 
be diſpenſed by any but - ol a Miniſter 
of the Word awfully called, at 


| | The Sacraments of the Old Teſta- 
ment, in regard to the ſpiritual 
thereby and exhiliited; were for 
= fame with thoſe of tho 


CHAP. XXIX. * 
Of Baptiſm. e 4 268 


Aptiſm is a Sacrament of the New 
— ordained by Jeſus Chriſt 
to be unto the Party baptized a ſign and 
| ſeal of the Covenant Ro his 
ingraftng into Chriſt, of Regeneration. 
of Remiſſion of Sins, and of his being 
given up unto God through Jeſus Chriſt 
to walk in newnelſs of Li; which Or- 
dinance is by Chriſt's own appointment 
to be continued in his Church __ the 
End of the World. e hf 
II. 51 

The outward Element to be uſed in 
this Ordinance, is Water, wherewith 
the Party is to be baptized in W X 
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of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghoſt, by a Miniſter of the 
en lawfully called. 8 

III. 

Dipping of the Perſon into the Water 
is not neceſſary, but Baptiſm is Pak 
adminiſtred by ing or ſprin : 
Water upon the — 05 


Not only thoſe 5 do actually pro- 
feſs Faith in, and Obedience unto Chriſt, 
but alſo the Infants of one or both be- 
_ heving Parents are to be baptized, and 

thoſe only. C 


Although it be a great Sin to con- 
temn or neglect this Ordinance, ' yet 
Grace and Salvation are not fo inſepa- 
rably annexed unto it, as that no Perſon 
can be regenerated or ſaved without it; 
or that all that are 2 2 are un- 

nN 

The Efficacy of Bapriſ is not tyed 
to that moment of time wherein it is 
adminiſtred, yet notwithſtanding, by the 
right Uſe of this Ordinance, the Grace 
promiſed is not only offered, but really 
exhibited 
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exhibited and conferred by the Holy 
Ghoſt to ſuch (whether of Age or In- 
fants) as that Grace belongeth unto, ar- 
cording to the counſel of Gad's own 
Will, in his appointed time. 

VII. „ 
| Baptiſin i is but once to be adminiſtred 
to any Perſon, 


; CHAP. XXX. 
51 f the Lord's Supper. 


OZ, Lord Jeſus in the Night 
wherein he was betrayed, inſti- 
tuted the Sacrament. of his Body and 
Blood, called the Lord's Supper, to be 


en in i he ne the end: | 


of the World, for the Re-/ 
membrance, and ſhewing of the 
Sacrifice of himſelf in his Death, the 
ſealing of all Benefits thereof unto true- 
Believers, their Spiritual Nouriſhment, -- 
and growth i in him, their further In- 
gagement in and to all Duties which 
they owe unto him, and to be a Bond 
— Pledge of their Communion with . 
2 and a each other. 1 | 

uU. 10 


uh Congrogational Churches. * 
| " FI0Y 1 

10 this Sacrament Chriſt is not oY 
up to his Father, nor any real Sacri- 
ice made at all for Remiſſion of Sin of 
the quick or dead, but only a Memo- 
rial of that one. offering up of himſelf 
by himſelf upon the Croſs once for all, 
and a Spiritual Oblation of all poſſible 
Praiſe unto God for the fame ; ſo that 
the Popiſh Sacrifice of the Maſs (as 
they call it) 1s moſt abominable, inju+ 
rious to Chriſt's own only Sacrifice, che 
EN e 
Fleck. 5 

I 


The Lord Jeſus hath in this Ordi- 
_ nance appointed his Miniſters to pray 
and bleſs the Elements of Bread and 
Wine, and thereby to ſet, them apart 
from a common to an holy Uſe, and 
to take and break the Bread, to take 
the Cup, and (they communicating alſo 
cbetnſelees to give both to the Com- 
municants, but to none who are not 
then preſent i in e 4 
54 5 | 

Private Maſſes, or receiving the ga- 
crament by a Prieſt, or any other alone; 
9 


—— — 
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as likewiſe the Denial of the Cup to 
the People, worſhipping the Elements, 
the lifting them up, or carrying them 
about for Adoration, and the reſerving 


them for any pretended religious Uſe, 
are all contrary to the nature of this 


Sacrament, and to the Inſtitution of 


V. 
The outward Elements in this Sacra- 
ment, duly ſet apart to the Uſes ordained 


Chriſt, 


by Chriſt, have ſuch Relation to him 


Crucified, as that truly, yet Sacramen- 
tally only, they are ſometimes called by 
the name of the things they repreſent, 
to wit, the Body and Blood of Chritt 

albeit in Subſtance and Nature they {tilt 


remain truly and only Bread and Wane, 


as they were before. 
VI. 
That Doctrine which maintains a 


Change of the Subſtance of Bread and 


Wine into the Subſtance of Chriſt's 
Body and Blood (commonly called Trane 
ſu btartiatin) by Conſecration of a 


Prieſt, or by any other way, is repug- 


nant not to Scripture alone, but even 


to common Senſe and Reaſon, over- 
throweth 
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throweth the Nature of the Sacrament, 
and hath been, and is the cauſe of ma- 
nifold Superſtitions, yea, of groſs Ido- 
latries. | p 
rd VII 


Worthy Receivers outwardly par- 
taking of the viſible Elements in this 
Sacrament, do then alſo inwardly by 
Faith, really and indeed, yet not car- 
nally and corporatly, but fpiritually, 
receive and feed upon Chriſt Crucihed, 
and all the Beneffs of his Death; the 
Body and Blood of Chriſt being then 
not corporally or carnally in, with, or 
under the Bread or Wine; yet as really, 
but ſpiritually preſent to the Faith of 
Believers in that Ordmance, as the Ele- 
ments themſelves are to their outward 
Senſes. | 

3 VIII. 


All ignorant and ungodly Perſons, 
4s they are unfit to enjoy Communion 
with Chriſt, ſo are they unworthy of 
the Lord's Table, and cannot without 
great Sin agamſt him, whilſt they re- 
main. ſuch, partake of theſe holy Myſ- 
teries, or be admitted thereunto; yea, 
„ H Whoſo- 


— — 
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whoſoever ſhall Receive unworthily, are 


guilty of the Body and Blood of the 
Lord, cating and drinking Judgraeat to 
themſelves. © 


CHAP, XXXI. 


Of the State of Man after Death, and 
of the Reſurrection of the Dead. 


HE Bodies of Men after Death 
return to Duſt, and ſee Cor- 
ruption, but their Souls (which nei- 
ther die nor ſleep) having an immor- 
tal Subſiſtence, immediately return to 
God who gave them : The Souls of the 
Righteous being then made perfect in 
Holineſs, are received into the higheſt 
Heavens, where they behold the Þ ace 
of God in Light and Glory, waiting 


for the full Redemption of their Bo- 


dies; And the Souls of the Wicked 
are caſt into Hell, where they remain 
in Torment and utter Darkneſs, reſerved 
to. the Judgment of the Great Day: 

Beſides theſe two Places for Souls ſepa- 
rated from their Bodies, the Scripture 


II. At 
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"As the Laſt Day ſuch as are Sand 
alive ſhall not die, but be changed, and 
all the dead ſhall be raiſed up with the 
ſelf-ſame Bodies, and none other, al- 
though with different Qualities, which 
ſhall be united again to their Souls for 
ever. "_ 
- 3M 
| The Bodies of the U alt hall by 
the Power of Chriſt be raiſed 'to diho. 
nour; the Bodies of the Juſt by his 
welt unto honour, and be made con- 
formable to his own glotious Body, PA 


CHAP. XXXIL » 


Of the Laft Fudgment, 


7 OD hath appointed a Day wheres 
nin he will Judge the World in 
Righteouſneſs by Jeſus Chriſt, to whom 
all Power and Judgment is. given, of 
the Father; in which Day not only 
the Apoſtate Angels ſhall be ju 
but likewiſe all Perſons that have lived 
aan Earth, ſhall appear before the 
bunal of Chriſt, to give an account 
ef their Tt” Words and Deeds, 
H 2 and 
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and to receive according to what they 
have done in the Body, whether good 
or evil, 7 

The End of God's appointing this 

Day, is for the Manifeſtation of the 
Glory of his Mercy in the eternal Sal- 
vation of the Elect, and of his Juſtice 
in the Damnation of the Reprobate, 
who are Wicked and Diſobedient : 
For then ſhall the Righteous go into 
everlaſting Life, and receive that ful- 
neſs of Joy and Glory, with everlaſt- 
ing Reward in the preſence of the. 
Lord ; but the Wicked who know not 

God, and . obey not the Goſpel of 
Jeſus Chriſt, ſhall be caſt into eternal 
Torments, and be puniſhed with ever- 
laſting. Deſtruction from the preſence 
of the Lord, and from the glory of his 
Power. 15 5 


As Chriſt would have us to be cer= 
tainly perſwaded that there ſhall be a 
Judgment, both to deter all Men from 
Sin, and for the greater Conſolation of 
the Godly in their Adverſity; ſo will 


that 


be have that Day unknown to Men, 
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that they may ſhake off all Carnal Se- 
curity, and be always watchful, be- 
cauſe they know not at what Hour the 
Lord will come, and may be ever pre- 
pared to ſay, Come Lord Jeſus, come 

quickly. Amen. 


> 


* 
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[INSTITUTION 
OF 
CHURCHES, 

— 35 AND THE 
0 AK 
© * Appointed in them by 
JESUS 0 HR IST. 


Y Abet ande the Father, 


B all Power for the Calling, In- 
ſtitution, Order, or Government 
of the Church, is inveſted in a Supreme 
and Sovereign manner in the Lord Jetus 
Chriſt, as King __ Head thereof. 


In the Puccuitbe of this Power 
wwherewith he is ſo intruſted, the Lord 
- wa calleth out of the World, unto 


Commu- 
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Communion with himſelf, thoſe that 


are given unto him by his F ather, that 

they may walk before him in all the 

ways of Obedience, Which he preſeri- 

beth to them in his Word. | 
III. 

Thoſe thus called (through the Mi- 
niſtry of the Word, by his Spirit) be 
commandeth to walk together in parti- 
cular Societies or Churches, for their 
mutual Edification, and che due Per- 
formance of that Publick Worſhi p- 
which he requireth of them in this 

World. 

IV. 


. i Geadh of theſe Churches thus ga 
* according unto his Mind de- 
clared in his Word, he hath given all 
that Power and Authority, which is any 
way needful for their carrying on that 
Order in Worſhip and Diſcipline, which 
he hath inſtituted for them to obſerves 
with Commands and Rules for the due 
and right _— and. . of that 
Fower. 


© Theke particular e . 5 
poind by the Authority of Chriſt, and 
intruſted 
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intruſted with Power from him for the 
Ends before expreſſed, are each of them, 
as unto- thoſe Ends, the Seat of that 
Power which he is pleaſed to commu- 
nicate to his Saints or Subjects in this 
World, ſo that, as ſuch, they receive 16 
n from himſelf. 
VI. 
| Beſides theſe particular Churches, 
there is not inſtituted by Chriſt any 
Church more extenſive or Catholick, in- 
truſted with Power for the Adminiſtra- 
tion of his Ordinances, or the Execution 


of any 3 in his Name. 
4 VII. | | 
" ak r Church gathered and 


—— according to the Mind of 
Chriſt, conſiſts of Officers and Mem- 
bers: The Lord Chriſt having given to 
bis called Ones (united. according to his 
Appointment in Church - Order) Li- 
berty and Power to chooſe Perſons fitted 
by the Holy Ghoſt for that purpoſe, to 
be over them, and ta Miniſter to them 


in the Lord, | 
VIII. 


The Members of theſe Churches are 
Saints by Calling, viſibly manifeſting 
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and evidencing (in and by their Pro- 
feſſion and Walking) their Obedience 
unto that Call of Chriſt, who being 

further known to each other by their 
Confeſſion of the Faith wronght in 
them by the Power of God, declared 
by themſelves, or otherwiſe manifeſted; 
do willingly conſent to walk together 
according to the Appointment of Chriſt, 
giving up themſelves to the Lord, and 
to one another by the Will of God, in 
profeſſed Subjection to the Ordinances 
of the Gofpel. | i 19.1983 


The Officers appointed by Chriſt to 
he choſen and ft apart by the Church 
i called, and gathered for the pecu« 
lar Adminiſtration of Ordinances, and 
Execution of Power or Duty which 
he intruſts them. with, or calls them 
to, to be continued to the End of the 
World, are Paſtors, Teachers, Elders 
and Deacons. — D vigi Wes 


Churches thus gathered and aſſem- 
bling for the Worſhip of God, are 
thereby viſible and publick, and their 
Aſſemblies (in what Place focver they 


are, 
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ure, according as they have li or 

opportunity) are therefore Churches * 
Publick Aſſemblies. nes 

R | 

The way appointed by Chriſt for the 
calling of &.. Perſon, fitted and gifted 
by the Holy Ghoſt, unto the Office of 
Paſtor, Teacher or Elder in a Church, 
is, that he be choſen thereunto by the 
common Suffrage of the Church itſelf, 
and ſolemnly ſet apart by Faſting and 
Prayer, with Impoſition of Hands of 
the Elderſhip of that Church, if there 
be any before conſtituted therein « And 
of a Deacon, that he be choſen by 
the like Suffrage, and ſet apart by 
Prayer, and the like e 
Hands. | 

XII. 


The Eſſence of this Call of a Paſtor, 
Teacher, or Elder unto Office, conſiſts 
in the Election of the Church, toge ther 
with his Acceptation of it, and Separa- 
tion by Faſting and Prayer: And thoſe - 
who are ſo choſen, though not ſet apart 
ſition of Hands, are ney 
conſtituted Miniſters of Jeſus: Chritt, 
venue Name and Authority they * 
ciſe 
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ciſe the to them ſo committed; 
The Calling of Deacons conſiſteth in 
the like Eleftion and Acceptation, with, 
1 paration by Prayer. 
XIII. 

| Although it be incumbent on the 
Paſtors and Teachers of the Churches 
to be inſtant in Preaching the Word, by 
way of Office ; yet theWork of Preach- 
ing the Word is not fo peculiarly con- 
fined to them, but that others alſo gifted | 
and fitted by the Holy Ghoſt for it, and 
approved. (being by lawful ways and 
means, in the Providence of God, called 
thereunto) may publickly, ordinarily and 
conſtantly perform it; fo that * give 


themſelves up thereu nth. 
XIV. 


However, they. who are engaged in 
the Work of publick Preaching, and 
enjoy the publick Maintenance upon 
that account, are not thereby obliged 
to diſpenſe the Seals to any other than 
ſuch as (being Saints by Calling, and 
gathered according to the Order of the 
Goſpel) they ſtand related to, as Paſtors 
or Teachers; yet ought they not to 


2 others living within their Paro- 
chial 


[+ 
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chial Bounds, but beſides their conſtant 
publick Preaching to them, they ought 
to enquire after their profiting by the 
Word, inſtructing them in, and preſſing 
upon them (whether young or old) the 
great Doctrines of the Goſpel, even per- 
ſonally and particularly, "4 far as their 
ſtrength and time will admit. ? 

XV. 

Ordination alone, without the Election 
or precedent conſent of the Church, by 
thoſe who formerly have been Ordained, 
by virtue of that Power they have re- 
ceived by their Ordination, doth not 
conſtitute any Perſon a Church-Ofhcer, 
or communicate Othce-Power unto him. 

XVI. 

PP Church furniſhed with Officers 
282 to the Mind of Chriſt) hath 

ull Power to adminiſter all his Ordi- 
nances; and where there is want of any 
one or more Officers required, that Of- 
ficer, or thoſe which are in the Church, 
may Adminiſter all the Ordinances pro- 
per to their particular Duty and —_ 
but-where there are no Teaching 


cers, none may Adminiſter — > 


can che Church authorte any ſo ta do. 
err I XVII. 
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? In the carrying on of Church Admi- 
niſtrations, no Perſon ought-to be added 
to the Church, but by the conſent of the 
Church itſelf ; that ſo love (without diſ- 
ſimulation) moy be preſerved IO 
all the Members thereof. 
S αο.l 

Whereas the Lord Jeſus Chriſt hath 
appointed and inſtituted, as a means/of 
Edification, that thoſe who walk not 
according to the Rules and Laws ap- 
pointed by him (in reſpe& of Faith and 
Life, ſo that juſt offence doth ariſe to 
the Church thereb y) be cenſured in his 
Name and Authority Every Church 
hath Power in itſelf to exerciſe and exe- 
cute all thoſe Cenſures appointed by him, 
in the Way and Order a; in the 


Goſpel. 
XIX. 


The Cenſures ſo appointed by Chriſt, 
are Admonition and Excommunication: 
and whereas ſome Offences are or may 
be known only to ſome, it is appointed 
by Chriſt, that thoſe to whom they are 
ſo known, do firſt admoniſn the Offen- 


der in private: in 6 Offences, 


where 
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where any Sin before all, or in caſe of 
non-amendment upon private Admoni- 
tion, the Offence being related to the 
Church, and the Offender not manifeſts 
ing his Repentance, he is to be duly ad- 
moniſhed in the Name of Chriſt by the 
whole Church, by the Miniſtry of the 
Elders of the Church; and if this Cen- 
{nre prevail not for his Repentance, then 
he is to be caſt out by ExXCOMMUNCSs 
tion, with the conſent of the Church. 

XX. 

As all Believers are bound to join 
themſelves to particular Churches, when 
and where they have opportunity ſo to 
do, ſo none are to be admitted unto the 
Privileges of the Churches, who do not - 
ſubmit themfelves to the Rule of Chriſt 
in the Cenſures for the Government of 


them. 

nnn 
This being the way preſcribed by 
Chriſt in caſe of Offence, no Church- 
Members upon any Offences taken by 

them, having performed their Duty re- 
of them in this matter, ought to 
diſturb any Church-Order, or abſent 
8 from * W 

2 | 


* 
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or the Adminiſtration of any Ordinances, 
upon that pretence; but to wait upon 
Chriſt in the further proceeding of the 


3 idee 


Church. 
"Ha ot XXII. 


The Power of Cenſures being ſeated 
by Chrift in a particular Church, is to 
be exerciſed only towards cular 
Members of each Church reſpectively, 
as ſuch; and there is no Power given 
by him unto any Synods or Eccleſiaſti- 
cal Aſſemblies to Excommunicate, or by 
their publick Edits to threaten Excom- 
munication, or other Church-cenſures, 
againſt Churches, Magiſtrates, or their 
People, upon any account; no Man be- 
ing obnoxious to that Cenſure, but upon 
his perſonal Miſcarriage, as a Member 
af a particular Church. N 
0 XXIII. | 10 
Although the Church is a Society of 
Men, aſſembling for the celebration of 
the Ordinances according to the Ap- 
pointment of Chriſt, yet every Society 
aſſembling for that end or purpoſe, upon 
the account of Cohabitation within any 
Civil Precincts and Bounds, is not there- 
by enſtituted a Church, ſeeing there 
% 1 may 
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may be wanting among them, what is 
eſſentially required thereunto; and there- 
fore a Boliever living with others in ſuch 
a Precinct, may join himſelf. with any 
Church for his Edification. 
XXIV. 
For the avoiding of Differences that 
may otherwiſe ariſe, for the greater So- 
lemnity in the Celebration of the Ordi- 
nances of Chriſt, and the opening a way 
for the larger uſefulneſs of the Gifts and: 
Graces of the Holy Ghoſt ;, Saints livin 
in one City or Town, or within fu 
diſtances as that they may conveniently 
Aſſemble for Divine - Worſhip, ought 
rather to join in one Church for their 
mutual ſtrengthning and Edification, 
than to ſet up many diſtin& Societies. 
: XXV. 
| As all Churches and all dane 
of them are bound to pray continually 
for the Good or Proſperity of all the 
Churches of Chriſt in all Places, and 
upon all occaſions to further it; (Every 
one within the Bounds of their Places 
and Callings, in the Exerciſe of their 
Gifts and Graces) ſo the Churches them- 
&lves (when planted by the en 

13 


A 
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of God, ſo as they may have opporta«' 
mty and advantage for it) ought to hold 


Communion amongſt themſelves for 


their Peace, increaſe of Love, _ mu- 
tual Edification. * 9 


XVI. 

In Caſes of Difficulties or Differences, 
either in point of Doctrine or in Admis 
niſtrations, wherein either the Churches 
In general are concerned, or any one 
Church, in their Peace, Union and Edi- 
fication, or any Member or Members of 
any Church are injured in, or by any 
me in Cenſures, not agreeable to 

ruth and Order: it is ogy to the 
Mind of Chriſt, that man urches 
holding Communion , do 
their Meſſengers — a Synod 7 


Council, to conſider and give their Ad- 


vice in, or about that matter in diffe- 
rence, to be reported to all the Churches 


concerned; howbeit theſe Synods ſo 


aſſembled are not intruſted with any 
Church Power, properly ſo called, or 
with any Juriſdiction over the Churches 


_ themſelves, to exerciſe any Cenſures, 
Aber over an K CO or 2 


to 


on : 
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to impoſe their Determinations en the: 
cen 6 beta e $449 | 

A 
Befides theſe occalional Synods or 
Councils, there are not inſtituted by 
Chriſt any ſtated Synods, in a fixed 
Combination of Churches, or their Of- 
ficers in leſſer or greater Aſſemblies ; 
nor are there any Syonds appointed by 
Chriſt in a way o Subordaztion to one 


another. 
XXVIIL 

Perſons that are joined in Church 
Fellowſhip, ought not lightly or with- 
out juſt Cauſe to withdraw themſelves 
from the Communion of the Church 
whereunto they are ſo joined: Never- 
theleſs,. where any Perſon cannot con- 
tinue in any Church without his Sin; 
either for want of the Adminiſtration of | 
any Ordinances inſtituted by Chrift, or 
by his being deprived of his due Privi- 
leges, or compelled to any thing in prac- 
tice not warranted by the Word, or in 
caſe of Perſecution, or upon the account 
Be conveniency of H abitation ; he con- 
ulting with the Church, or the Officer 


or Officers thereof, my peaccably T5 
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from the Communion” of the Church 
wherewith he hath. ſo walked, to join 
himſelf with ſome other Church, where 
he may enjoy the Ordinances in the Pu- 
rity of the ſame, for his Edification and 
mann 
XXIX. 


such Reformed Churches as conſiſt of 
| Perſons ſound in the Faith and of Con- 
verſation becoming the Goſpel, ought 
not to refuſe the Communion of each 
other, ſo far as may conſiſt with their 
own Principles reſpectively, though they 
walk not in all things according to the 
ne Rules of Church-Order. 

_ Churches gat ered. and w ac- 
cording to the Mind. of Selk 
other Churches (though leſs pure) to be 
true Churches, may receive unto occa- 
ſional Communion with them, ſuch 
Members of thoſe Churches as are cre- 
dibly teſtified to be Godly, and to live 
without Offence. | 


A Church 


1 & 


* 


1951 N 
0, 


i Church Covenant. 


ba h ſhall aſk the way to Zion with their 
„ Ban thitherwar _ ſaying, Come, and 


let us join ourſelves to the Lord, in a 
: eee, Covenant that ſhall not be 
be forgotten. Jer. l. 5. 

And this they did, not as we hoped, but 
Int g ave their mon ſelues to the Lord, 
\ andunto hy the Will of Gov. 2 Cor. 


Vill. 5. 


1 
E do profeſs before the Loxp 
| this Day, that he is our _ 
0 whom we have choſen, 
whom we are joined, upon whoſe * 
nant we take hold for all that we want, 
to whom alſo we give up ourſelves ac- 
cording to that Covenant, and all that we 
have. = | 


We do and will, in the Power of his 
Spirit, receive Irsus CHR1sT, the Second 
Perſon in the Trinity, as Gon-Man, ha- 
ving both a Divine and Human Nature, 3 


our 
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our KING, PrzST and PROPHET, de- 
pending upon Him for Wiſdom and 
Righteouſneſs, Sanctification and Re- 


demption, that glorying we may glory 
in the Lord. 


We will, hgh Grace, erat to 
hw the SCRIPTURES more fully, 
which. only are able to make one wile 
unto Salvation; that we may believe all 
the Promiſes, obey all the Precepts, walk. 
in all the Ways laid out for us therein, 
being led by the Spirit, and _ and 
walking in them. __ 

We freely and cheerfully give up ou 
ſelves each x4 other, to become one Stick 
in the Lord's Hand, and will (the Loxn 
aſſiſting us) ſubmit ourſelves one to anos; 
ther in the fear of the LoxD; watch 
over one another, bear one another's Bur- 
thens, taking the ſame care one for ano- 
ther, and Fn all things becoming thoſe. 
of the ſame Body, whoſe Heart is one, 
and Way one in the Loxp. 

v. £5 
We will (the Loxp helping us) en- 


mg keep. the Unity of — 


4 
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in the Bond of Peace ; ogglng 1 
through Strife and vain Glory, but fol- 
lowing after Things whereby one 7 
_ another. 6 | 

| VI. 


We will (in Power received from on 
high) xoLD FAST what we have re- 
ceived till the Lord come, obeying our 
Governors and pleaſing our Neighbours 
in Him, Inſtructing our Children in the 
Knowledge of his Will, obeying all the 
Laws of the Sabbath, Prayer! Singing of 
Pſalms and Thankſgiving, and holding 
Communion together in the Adminiſtra- 
tion of the Lok D's Supper, as the Goſ- 
= doth enjoin us; hearing our great 

rophet in all Things, and walking after 
Him, that we may give none Offence 
to Jew or Gentile, or the Church of 
Chriſt, but may exerciſe ourſelves unto 
Godlineſs which hath the Promiſe of 
this Life and that alſo which is to come. 

VV. 
| We will (in the Power of the SPIRIT 
of the Loxp) be found in the Duty of 
Prayer ; praying for the Preſence -and 
Bleſſing of God, in and with his Word, 
both to our-own Souls 12 we hope 


are 
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are the Body of CHRIST) and alſo to 
the Souls of all others who attend upon 
and are Hearers of the Preaching there- 
of: Alſo, Prayer in and for our Fami- 
lies, beſide our more retired Duties in 
our Cloſets. 
VIII. 


We will (in Power received from on 
High) Maintain, Own, Vindicate and 
Practice, the pure Worthip of Gop, as 
it is held forth to us in the Goſpel, in 
-all its Ordinances, according to the Mea- 


ſure of Light and Knowledge we 2 
receive. 
» IX. 


_ Laſtly, As tg what farther relates to 
our Faith and Order as a Congregational 
Church, we refer ourſelves to the Decla- 
ration of the Faith and Order owned 
and practiſed in the Congregational 
Churches in England, agreed upon and 
conſented unto by their Elders and 
Meſſengers, at the Savoy, in the Vear 
1658, conſenting thereto as a Scriptural 
Rule warrantable both in D 
and PRACTICE. 


